
A bar graph is a kind of graph that uses bars to tell how many.  
A bar graph is a tool you can use to compare data.

The bars on a graph can go across.  When they go 
across, it is called a horizontal bar graph.

The bars on a graph can go up and down. When they go 
up and down it’s called a vertical bar graph.

Vertical 
bar graphs

Horizontal
bar graphs

These are bar graphs. These are NOT bar graphs.

Definitions and Descriptions
Good Stuff to Know

If someone asks you to compare data, here are the kinds of things you’ll 
have to know how to do.

• Tell which bar shows the most.

• Tell which bar shows the least.

• Add the numbers of two or more bars together and give the amount.

• Tell which one has more.

• Tell how much more one bar is than another bar.

Bar Graph
These are called bars.  The bars tell 
how many of something there are.  
The taller bar has more than a 
shorter bar.
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