HONORS Biology I and II

	Kelly Riedell

Office Phone: 696-4146
Cell: 690-5182

Email: Kelly.Riedell@k12.sd.us


HONORS BIOLOGY: One year of Biology is required for graduation.  Honors Biology I and II are intended for students who are highly motivated, have excellent reading and math skills, and who plan to attend college and pursue a degree in science, engineering, health professions or other STEM fields. Topics are covered in more depth and greater detail than in Biology I and II and the faster pace allows more time for additional labs/activities.
SUPPLIES NEEDED
    3 ring binder with dividers
    Markers or colored pencils (optional)                
    Box of Kleenex
    Planner
ISSUEDTEXTBOOK:  Biology by Kenneth Miller and Joseph Levine; Prentice hall; 2006 edition

Each student will be given a numbered textbook which must be returned at the end of the school year. The textbook has a value of $65.  Please cover your textbook.  You are responsible for its care. The login code to access your textbook on-line is:  USER: biologybrookings   PW: bobcats14


BIOLOGY WEBSITE: For information about homework, due dates, class presentations, copies of assignment, internet links, as well as REVIEW GAMES TO HELP STUDY FOR TESTS, a website has been set up to help students and parents at: http://local.brookings.k12.sd.us/biology.    
USER NAME: biology     PASSWORD: bhs

HELP:  I am available before and after school and at arranged times to answer any questions or to provide additional help.  There is no such thing as a “dumb” question.  Please ask for help if you do not understand the concepts!

COMMUNICATION: Please let me know anytime that you have concerns.  Grades can be checked online through the parent portal. Login access can be requested in the main office. Grades are updated weekly. Please check the portal for grades/missing work.
EVALUATION/GRADING: 
Grades will be determined using the following grading scale adopted by Brookings High School:

	  98-100%
	=
	A+
	  80-82%
	=
	C+

	  95-97%
	=
	A
	  77-79%
	=
	C

	  92-94%
	=
	A-
	  74-76%
	=
	C-

	  89-91%
	=
	B+
	  71-73%
	=
	D+

	  86-88%
	=
	B
	  68-70%
	=
	D

	  83-85%
	=
	B-
	  65-67%
	=
	D-

	
	
	
	Below 65%
	=
	F


Overall final course grade is determined by the following:

1st quarter/3rd quarter = 45%; 2nd/4th quarter = 45%; Semester Test= 10%

ATTENDANCE/MAKE UP POLICY:  It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to arrange for completing any make up work.  If you know IN ADVANCE you will be absent (including for school activities) you must arrange to complete the work BEFORE the absence.  If you have an excused absence NOT known in advance,  follow the BHS Handbook Make-up Policy.
HOMEWORK: 
High school is a good place to start to see learning as a goal in itself.  It’s NOT about “getting the blank filled in on a worksheet for points” or “cramming the night before the test then forgetting what you learned  the next day”. Science isn’t just memorizing facts. It’s a way of thinking, organizing information, and understanding the world. As you learn each new concept think about what you are learning, make connections to content you already know or to real world examples, and ask questions to better understand.

Assignments and due dates are posted on the white board at the front of the classroom and on the “Homework calendar” on the website. Lost handouts/assignments may be downloaded and printed out from the website. Even if there is not a specific assignment due the next day, you still have “homework”.  READ your textbook, review your notes, play a review game, make a concept map with chapter info, practice vocab with a ‘study buddy”, compare/contrast ideas . . . there is always something you can do to help you really understand what you are learning.
LATE WORK:  Learning to budget your time and meet deadlines is a valuable job/life skill which students will need in the “real world”!  LATE WORK IS NOT ACCEPTABLE!  Failing to turn in assignments is NOT an option.  Assignments turned in after the due date will drop 10 % in the overall score for each day late.  After the grade has dropped to 50 % in late deductions,  a zero will be placed in the grade book and the assignment will no longer be accepted for points.  Once assignments are graded and returned to class, students can earn points on missing assignments by completing them in my room. Once a unit is completed and tested over, work for that chapter can NOT be turned in for credit.  Extra credit will not make up for missing assignments.


BONUS POINT OPPORTUNITIES:
1. Student may bring in science article summaries (up to 4 each quarter).  Forms are available in class. Articles used can be from current magazines, newspapers, or the Internet.  Please turn in the whole article (it must be long enough to write a 1 page summary about) with the summary.  We may post these and discuss them in class.  ARTICLES may be about anything Science related…genetics, medicine, space, dinosaurs, volcanoes, weather (not weather map/forecast), health, fossils, satellites, new discoveries in science and technology, ecology, endangered species, astronomy, water and air pollution…it’s endless!

2. Put a cover on your science book (without taping to the inside cover) by the announced deadline. 
3. There are always several bonus questions on each chapter test.

4. Students will be told of other chances for bonus points throughout the year.

    CLASSROOM RULES:   


Be ready to work when the bell rings.


Follow directions.


Keep your hands off other people and their stuff.


Listen when others are talking.


Keep your comments positive








